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15-19 . Montgomery St. (South side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

All three of these brick houses were originally built as two story
plus attic, two bay wide houses with low-pitched gable roofs, by Frederick
Cook, Sr., a butcher who lived at the corner of Montgomery and Charles Street:.
15-17 W. Montgomery St. still retains its original exterior form and is notable
for the bull's-eye door and window lintels used on the facade, even over the
attic story windows. 19 W. Montgomery St. was enlarged after the Civil War
and now is a full three stories in height with shed roof and bracketed cornice.
The houses are currently unoccupied, but have recently been sold by the city
to private owners who hopefully will soon renovate them.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof represents an enlargement
of the original gable-roofed house built on this site in the late 1840's.

The house is three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupies a lot 82' deep.
The main house is one room deep with a three story high, one bay wide and deep
stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story high rear addition.
The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a wooden
cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a row of carved
modillions set above a row of deep, cut-work scallops. Two carved end brackets frame

and support the cornice. There is a single rectangular chimney located along the
west side of the house.

The first floor door and window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels
but the second floor openings currently have common arch lintels and the third floor
openings have no lintels. All of the sills are wood. All of the window openings
are currently boarded. There is a six panel door set beneath a two-light transom.
The house sits on a fairly high basement, the entrance at one time being reached by
three marble steps, which are now in disrepair. A rectangular basement opening is
located to the right of the steps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ILDER/ARCHITECT
orig.c. 1847-50/enl. c.lBGSBU Frederick Cook, Sr.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC DATES

This house is representative of a large group of three story, gable-roofed houses
built in the 1840's and 1850's with gable roofs and simple brick cornices, but which
were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently fashionable Victorian style, with
the front roof gable being rebuilt as a shed roof and a modern, bracketed cornice added.
The house was originally built by Frederick Cook, Sr. who also built the neighboring
houses at 15-17 W. Montgomery St. (See under 15-17 W. Montgomery St.) The house was
originally rented to a variety of tenants but after Cook's death his daughter sold the
house to a Valentine Shea, a miller, who lived here in 1867.1 1In 1868 George Kurtz
a carpenter, bought the house and it was probably he who enlarged and remodeled it.2

lBaltimore City Land Records, Liber AM 317, Folio 224; Baltimore City Directory, 1867
4

21pid., GR 382, Folio 205; B.C.D., 1868-69

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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19 W. Montgomery Street
Block 0904 Lots 037
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3072 19 W. Montgomery St.
M.E.H. 4/79

North elevation



